[image: image1.emf]

Recalls Data Guide

Content
Introduction

Introduction to the Driver & Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA)
Introduction to Vehicle Safety Branch

What is the safety recall scheme

What constitutes a safety recall

The reason for the release of the data

A list of each of the field headings
Explanation of what each of the fields contains

Introduction
This document is aimed at providing a brief overview of who DVSA and Vehicle Safety Branch are, their roles and what constitutes a safety recall.  It also explains the purpose of the data dump and provides a description of the various fields and their content.  
Introduction to the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA)

DVSA is an executive agency of the Department for Transport and provides a range of licensing, testing and enforcement services with the aim of improving the roadworthiness standards of vehicles, ensuring the compliance of operators and drivers with road traffic legislation.

Introduction to Vehicle Safety Branch

As part of its enforcement role, DVSA is the Competent Authority for automotive safety issues in the UK and it has a specific team, the Vehicle Safety Branch (VSB), which is responsible for this work. 
VSB investigates safety issues that are as a result of the failure of the design and/or construction deficiencies within an automotive product, without any warning and there is a risk to the driver, occupants or others.  This work is conducted under two Codes of Practice, copies of which are available on the GOV.UK website.  They are also responsible for the registration and monitoring of the UK Safety Recall Scheme.

What is the safety recall scheme?
The safety recall scheme is the means by which manufacturers, producers and suppliers in the automotive sector recall products that may have a safety defect, as defined by the Codes of Practice.

What constitutes a safety recall?

A Safety Recall is the action taken when a defect is identified, which meets the definition of a safety defect, that could result in a risk of serious injury. The definition of a safety defect is contained in the Codes of Practice, which can be obtained from the Gov.uk website.
The reason for the release of the data?
Vehicle Safety Recalls data has been provided in the form of a search facility, which is now hosted on the Gov.uk website, and allows the public and others to search for safety recalls on models similar to their vehicle.  However, the search facility does not allow for or provide the ability to collate information easily or allow other organisations to use the data on mass.

To overcome this issue, DVSA decided to provide the data as an Excel spreadsheet download on the Gov.uk website.  This will allow the likes of research fellows, the media, other motoring organisations and the public to easily access the data.  The download is an exact copy of the data available on the DVSA Safety Recall Search Facility on the Gov.uk website.
Note:

The spreadsheet will hold a minimum of ten years worth of data.

A list of each of the field headings

· Launch Date

· Recall Number

· Make

· Recall Model Information
· Concern

· Defect Description

· Remedy

· Vehicle Numbers

· Manufacturer Reference

· Model(s)

· VIN Start

· VIN End

· Build Start

· Build End

Explanation of what each of the fields contains

	Launch Date


	The date that the safety recall was launched into the public domain.  It is provided in the format of the day, the month and the year, dd/mm/yyyy.


	Recall Number


	The specific identification number assigned to the safety recall by Vehicle Safety Branch.
The recall number is made up of three sections, the R number, which represents the group of product it covers, the year of the recall and a sequential number.
Examples of the number:

R/yyyy/000 – for cars, HGV’s and PSV’s

RM/yyyy/000 – for motorcycles

RCOMP/yyyy/000 – for components, primarily aftermarket
RCT/yyyy/000 – for a large commercial trailer, above 3500kg gross vehicle weight 

RPT/yyyy/000 – for light trailers, including caravans

RSPV/yyyy/000 – for special purpose vehicles

RTW/yyyy/000 – for wheels and tyre

Note:

RPC/yyyy/000 – for pedal cycles, which is now handled by Trading Standards



	Make


	The make of the vehicle or product.
Example:

Ford, Vauxhall, etc


	Recall Model Information

	The model of the vehicle or product, which can included any derivatives, as stated by the manufacturer/producer


	Concern


	The top level description of the defect or concern.

	Defect Description


	A more detailed description of the defect or concern, to include the possible cause and severity of the defect.


	Remedy


	The manufacturers’ fix or remedy to address the defect.

	Vehicle Numbers
	This is the total number of vehicles involved in the recall.
Where there is more than one model within the same recall the numbers will be duplicated (so the total number of vehicles within the given recall, will be duplicated against each model).


	Manufacturer Reference
	The manufacturer’s identification number assigned to this safety recall.

Note:

This information may not be provided.



	Model(s)
	The generic model description, as recorded by Vehicle Safety Branch.




	VIN Start


	The start Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of the group or parc of vehicles affected by the recall.
Note:

This information may not be provided.



	VIN End


	The end Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of the group or parc of vehicles affected by the recall.
Note:

This information may not be provided.



	Build Start


	The start date of the group or parc of vehicles affected by the recall.
Note:

This information may not be provided.



	Build End


	The end date of the group or parc of vehicles affected by the recall.
Note:

This information may not be provided.
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